mire tome 


"<r 


eS 


don, 
by 


MAY 16, 1941 


N his recent message the 


| 


Pope declared that the war | 


had reached a pitch of mu- 
tual atrocity that is irre- 
concilable with any Christian 
conception of “a just war’. 


Pacifists believe that this atro- | 


city is inherent in total war, and 
that the notions of “just” and 
“total” war are contradictory: many 
of us believe more than that. But 
we are not concerned here with what 
may divide us. We are all of one 
mind with the Pope when he declares 
that the present war has reached a 


itch of mutual atrocity that is in- | 
P iecablow i f | doubt that he was the man chosen by 


tolerable. 


The most intolerable thing about it | 


is the systematic bombing of civilians. 
We know the abstract justifications: 


indeed, they are an essential partiof | Ft or falsity of that will quickly 


our overwhelming case against mo- 
dern war. The civilian population is 
part of the war-machine; the women 
all part of the war-machine; the 
children part of the future war- 
machine. The only ‘alternative to 
total war is total peace. That is true, 
in its own time and place. We did 
what we could to make people see it 


before this war began. We failed, and | general 


the war is here. And our struggle 


must be for minor mitigations. Not 
all our struggle, of course. But this 


struggle for minor mitigations is 


enormously important. 


If we could secure, or help to se- | 


cure, some mitigation of the horror 
of civilian bombing, we should have 
got in the thin end of the wedge. An 
agreement between Britain and Ger- 
many on the basis of the Bishop of 
Chichester's recent appeal (which 
was endorsed by the recent Annual 
General Meeting of the PPU) would 
break down many of those terrible 
resistances to the very idea of an 
agreement with the enemy. It is yet 
another example of the truth—which 
should now be axiomatic with paci- 
fists in war-time—that we create not 
how we will but how we can. Any 
agreed mitigation of the horrors of 
total war may have within it a great 
potentiality of peace. Any check in 
the accelerated rush of mankind to- 
ward the abyss of unredeemed sav- 
agery is, at the present moment, of 
incalculable value for peace. To the 
extent of that tiny agreement to re- 
frain from night bombing we and the 
Germans would acknowledge our 
common humanity. We should stop 
for a split second and realize what we 
are doing. The spark of conscious- 
ness would be kindled, 


And we have a chance. There is 
evidence that the demand for reprisal 
bombing is repudiated precisely by 
those people who have suffered most 
severely from the unrestricted war in 
the air. The inhabitants of inner 
Jiondon are against it. The majority 
against it may be small, but it exists 
and is significant. The almost even 
balance of opinion. when so much pro- 
paganda for reprisal bombing is in 
the popular press, indicates that a 
definite campaign in support of the 
Bishop of Chichester’s appeal might 
swing public opinion, in the _ places 
most deeply concerned, behind a de- 
mand that the Government should 
take the initiative in seeking an 
agreement with Germany. 


Here is a matter in which we can confi- 
dently reckon on the support of the great au- 
thority of the Pope. It is ane which should. 
and probably would, command the support of 
the Christian Church. of all denominations, 
in Britain. At a recent conference of Free 
Church ministers in the Midlands, unanimity 
was expressed on the one point alone—the 
repudiation of reprisal bombing. ‘That is not 
enough. There is room for endless argu- 
ment and endless self-deception on what is, 
or what is not, a “reprisal”. The Bishop of 
Chichester has simolified the issue and made 
it concrete. Abolish night-bombing! That is 
simple. Anyone can understand it. And most 
—at least of those who suffer from it, here 
and in Germany-—wil] agree with it. 


ing 


A Paeifist Commentary 


Revolt in 


UDOLF HESS’S dramatie flight 

in an aeroplane from Germany 

is, in the exact meaning of the 
word, sensational. It opens up 
a vista of possibilities of a dis- 
sident movement in Germany of 
which, I frankly confess, I have 
hitherto been completely sceptical. 
For there appears to be no doubt that 
Hess deliberately made his escape to 
Britain; and there is certainly no 


Hitler to be his second in command 
of the Nazi Party. 

True, we ought not to dismiss out of 
hand the Nazi statement that he was 
suffering from hallucination. The 


appear when Hess recovers from his 
injuries. But if this statement is false, 


and Hess’s action was really de- 
liberate, its consequences may be 
revolutionary. 


King’s Norton 


JP ROBABLY the result of the King’s 

Norton bye-election reflects the 
sentiment of the country, 
both negatively and _ positively. 
The Government candidate received 
87 per cent. of the votes; the 
“Bomb Berlin” candidate (6.8 per 
cent.) a few more than the in- 
dependent pacifist (6.3 per cent.). 
In respect of the pacifist issue “Bomb 
Berlin” is indistinguishable from the 
Government policy. So that in a typi- 
cal constituency, with a strong but 
uncompromising candidate, complete 
pacifism can secure one vote in six- 
teen. That is about the fact of the 
matter. 

Less encouraging is the negative 
side: The catastrophic drop in the 
vote as a whole. It fell by 43.6 per 
cent. The discontent of the local La- 
bour Party may have had something 
to do with it; but, I fear, not much. 
The phenomenon is universal nowa- 


days. A feeling of impotence? Ab- 
sence on service? Probably both. 
The flame of political democracy 


sinks low in total war. 
Lloyd George’s Criticism 


ATR. CHURCHILL gained his vote 
“"" of confidence in the debate of 
May 6 and 7; but not on the strength 
of his showing in it. It was a fore- 
gone conclusion. In fact he made no 
reply whatever to the most damag- 
ing part of Mr. Lloyd George’s speech, 
which was by far the most. penetrat- 
ing of all the criticisms. Mr. Lloyd 
George fastened upon Mr. Churchill’s 
recent statement that the forces op- 
posed in the war were 200 million 
Britons and Americans against 70 
million Germans. 

It was (Mr. Lloyd George said) a 
misleading statement. Even assum- 
ing, from Mr. Stimson’s speech, that 
the USA would shortly enter the war 
as a naval belligerent, Japan is, in 
this war, on the side of the enemy; 
instead of Japan policing the Pacific 
and releasing the naval power of. the 
USA for the Atlantic, half America’s 
war-preparation must now be devoted 
to guarding the Pacific against Japan. 
Mr. Churchill’s statement moreover 


| ignored the crucial fact that the war- 


productivity of Europe was at Ger- 
many’s disposal. Mr. Lloyd George 
pointed to the recent Franco-German 
agreement. 


Shipping 
NLY Mr. Shinwell besides — 
much less _ forcibly — dared 


directly to criticize another statement 
of the Prime Minister: 
Only the other day the Prime Minister 
declared that by next year there would be 
available te ua several million tea of 


Germany? :: 
of Democracy 


American shipping. If by that is meant, 
say, 3 million tons, I respond that an ana- 
lysig of the American shipping programme 
and the capacity of American shipbuilding 
yards completely disproves the possibility 
of securing anything approaching that 
volume of tonnage. 

Hard upon that came the Admiralty 
announcement that during the month 
of April 488,000 tons of British and 
Allied shipping were lost. I recall 
that Mr. Churchill, two months ago, 
publicly declared that he was confi- 
dent that the battle of the Atlantic 
would be won in six months. In the 
debate, he compared Mr. Lloyd George 
to Marshal Pétain warning M. Rey- 
naud. Whether Mr. Lloyd George is 
like Pétain, I do not know; but I can 
discern an ominous resemblance be- 
tween Mr. Churchill and M. Reynaud. 


i Nationalism 


HE basic danger of the situation 

in the Near East is that every- 
where there are “nationalist”? move- 
ments which the Germans will find it 
easy to encourage and to exploit. 
These exist in Syria, in Irak, in Egypt 
itself, in Palestine. They tend to be 
anti-British or anti-French, and pro- 
German, not because the Germans are 
any better than the British or French, 
but simply because for the last hun- 
dred years Britain, and for the last 
twenty, Britain and France, have 
been the imperial Powers in the Near 
East. “Omne ignotum pro magni- 
fico”—the untried master is the best. 


And we are hoist with our petard 
—our jargon of constitutionalism and 
democracy. Even The Times (May 
6) was forced*to remonstrate with 
the Foreign Office for insisting on the 
“unconstitutionality” of Rashid Ali’s 
coup in Irak. It pointed out that the 
previous government of Bagqir Sidki, 
which we recognized in 1936, was just 
as “unconstitutional”, Nevertheless, 
Mr. Eden and Mr. Churchill adhered 
to this language in the debate. Con- 
stitutionalism in the Near East is 
something of a farce: for the military 
coup is the traditional means of 
establishing a legitimate government. 
The Germans have the “moral” ad- 
vantage of having themselves the 
kind of government that the Near 
East understands and finds natural. 


Political Democracy 


PHE gilt is wearing off the ginger- 

bread of constitutional democracy, 
even in Anglo-Saxon countries, today. 
Peace Commentary (May 3)—which, 
by the way, needs and deserves a few 
more subseribers—hardly puts it too 
strongly when it says, “It has been 
almost horrifying to watch, from a 
distance, the ease with which the 
people of the USA have been led by 
their skilful President’”’; and surely 


Only £40 


1710 REACH A GOAL 


MUNIFICENT donation from USA of 

£66, and an increase in the week's 

contribution to £41 3s. 3d., have taken 
our Fighting Fond a giant stride toward the 
£2,000. The total is now £1,963 7s. 10d. 
Now it is a matter of a mere £40! 

I cannot refrain from quoting a sentence of 
the letter which accompanied the gift from 
USA. “It is hard to express to you in words 
the inspiration your vis‘on and courage is ta 
us over here.” ‘‘You” is not “me”, but Feace 
News. But I might well write the same sen- 
tence te the devoted supperters of this fund. 


> “% «ee The Editor 
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Problems 


no-one will disagree with its conelu- 
sion. “The essential fact which was 
proved is that political democracy 
alone is no guarantee against a strong 
man having his own way.” 

The recognition of that fact does 
not mean that we should forbear to 
defend political democracy where we 
can, but it does mean that we should 
entertain no illusions about our action. 
It is a rearguard action, a delaying 
action—to use the military metaphor 
of the moment—the purpose of which 
should be to enable us to consolidate 
the defence of human personality on 
a new line. There the metaphor fails, 
for the new line must be in a new 
dimension. 


Sir Richard Acland 


HAVE been reading Sir Richard Acland's 

The Forward March (Allen and Unwin: 
2s. 6d.). He hopes and works for “common 
ownership"’—aocialism with a religious in- 
spiration. ‘This time he advocates it not pri- 
marily as a meane of winning the war, and 
taking the fatal sting out of Hitler’s charge 
that we are a “pluto-democracy,” but as a 
good in itself “The argument of this book,” 
he says, “ig wholly independent of any de 
velopments that may occur in the warsitua- 
tion. If we are crushed by Nasiam, it is 
these ideas which we will have to nourish 
in secret till we can rise again.” Neverthe 
less, it seems to me highly improbable that 
any conscious movement of this kind can 
gain sufficient momentum while the nation is 
immersed in total war. 

Sir Richard Acland, when he wrote his 
book, had hopes of Mr. Churchill to lead the 
way. Those hopes can hardly have been en- 
couraged by Mr. Churchill’a appointment of 
Lord Beaverbrook as hia second in command. 
But maybe I misjudge Lord Beaverbrook. 
Reynolds (May 11) assures me that “he will 
socialize some essential services and laugh 
at the ailly fears of Mr. Attlee that socialism 
might impair national unity.” 


Muzzling Democracy 


pee hopea of the Government (I believe) 
are vain. And the chance ef a movement 
for economie revolutfon gaining mass-support 
while the whole machinery of propaganda is 
in Government handa ia infiinitesimal Sir 
Richard himself points out how the dice are 
loaded. 

It is assumed that if someone says some- 
thing which is based on the assumption 
that everything is going to be the same, 
then that is quite all right, that is non- 
political, that can be broadcast to the 
world by the BBC. Lut if, on the other 
hand, someone says something which is 
based on the assumption that everything 
(or even something) is going to be quite 
different, then that is talking polities, that 
is wholly inadmissible, and, above all, it 
must not be said on the BBC. 

This muzzling of demoecraey by demoeracy 
{a a primary factor in the situation. It 
amounts, in reality, to the abdication of de 
tmocracy, because it has not the moral er ia- 
{ellectual energy to understand and grapple 


‘with its own dilemma-——the necessity of social 


revolution in the very act of war. ‘This 
paralysis of democracy means that the dyna- 
mic of historical] change has passed from eur 
hands. 


The Fuhrerprinzip 


E OW far-reaching is this paralysie ie 
shuwn by -the Manchester Guardian's 
eomment on Lord Besverbrook’s appointment. 
Mr. Churchill is the unchallenged na- 
tional leader; if he puts high value on that 
erratie genius, Lord Beaverbrook, we must 
accept his judgment. But we may frankly 
regret that our first ‘Minister of State,” 
if he is to be deputy Prime Minister, should 
not come from the progressive side of the 
coalition. We may feel that selection keenly 
as‘the war goes on and as we prepare for 

Peace. 

In the first sentence the great organ of 
democracy capitulates to the Fubrerprinzip__ 
the doctrine of the Leader. It is true that 
the choice of the Minister of State from 
“the progressive side of the coalition” would 
make no real difference. Nevertheless, that 
the Manchester Guardian, should proclaim it 
as a principle that “we must accept Mr. 
Churchill’s judgment”,. when it believes that 
Mr. Churchill's judgment is wrong, ia of his- 
torical significance. 


Franco-German Co-operation 


CONOMIC collahoration between Germany 
and France hae definitely began, with the 
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Creative v. 


PEACE NEWS 


Protestant 


Pacifism 


| WILFRED WELLOCK | 


A. T present the PPU is suffer- 

ing from growing pains. It 
is a healthy sign, however 
troublesome may be some of the 
effects. As with youngsters in 
such a situation, many within 
the PPU are only dimly aware 
of what is happening to it. 


During the course of the present 
war conditions have arisen and situ- 
ations developed which had not been 
anticipated, and which on the surface 
appear to be a complete reversal of 
the historical process. Instead of the 
anticipated expansion and extension 
of demccracy, the last quarter of a 
eentury has challenged us with the 
decline and fall of democracy over a 
wide area. 


That decline led to the present war 
which was entered upon by Britain 
and France with the declared object of 
arresting the rot which had taken hold 
of democracy, and and indeed of re- 
storing democracy to the countries 
from which it had been driven by 
forces within and without. 


In due course, however, the start- 
ling fact was revealed that to win 
the war demanded the organization of 
the state on totalitarian lines, in- 
cluding conscription in a bewildering 
and ever-increasing variety of forms. 


THREE PROPOSITIONS 


In the meantime, some of us who 
had for years been delving into the 
eauses of this reversal of the process 
of history, this sudden plunge into 
authoritarianism, began to declare-our 
conclusions. I stated, for example: 
(1) That totalitarianism was the product of 

economic breakdown consequent upon the 

collapse of capitalist civilization, and more- 
over was inevitable given the continuance 
of power politics. 

(2) That in the absence of new spiritual and 
economic foundations, totalitarianism would 
spread to the ends of the earth, and so con- 
front mankind with an era of dictatorial 
rule. 


(3) That sinee power politics still prevails. 
totalitarianism would be extended during the 
war, and, in the economic atresses which 
will follow it, would probably devour the 
remaining democracies. 

Few thinking people wold now dis- 
pute these contentions. It remains 
to examine what they imply, and what 
sort of action they call for from paci- 
fists and others who are disturbed by 
them. 


It is a cardinal fact in the present 
situation that conscription is an 
essential feature of totalitarianism, 
from which it follows that the real 
problem of the pacifist is how to get 
rid of the latter. 


DENOUNCE OR SUPERSEDE 


In facing that issue the pacifist has 
a choice between two courses, that of 
denouncing totalitarianism and_ re- 
sisting all its demands, and that of 
seeking to supersede totalitarianism 
by a wide variety of creative efforts. 


If he takes the view that pacifism 
involves resistance to every form of 
conscription, it follows that, since 
conscription dominates the life of our 
nation today, and the life of every one 
of us, the pacifist would spend him- 
self in unending protest, even, if he be 
logical, to the extent of: refusing to 
eat and drink. A consistent policy of 
protest against totalitarianism in- 
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volves suicide. Such a policy, I main- 
tain, is educationally unsound and 
would be barren of results. 


On the other hand, if the pacifist 
takes the view that totalitarianism is 
the logical outcome of a wrong method 
of social living, he will conclude that 
the way of salvation lies in declaring 
and applying the principles of true 
democracy. First of all he would | 
draw a distinction between military 
and civil conscription, and refuse to 
perform whatever service conflicted 
with his conscience, military or civil. 
Conscription as such he cannot con- 
sistently and successfully resist in a 
totalitarian State. 


Every pacifist must draw that line 
for himself. No-one can draw it for 
him. There can be no common line 
for all pacifists. Thereafter he should ! 
face the question: how can I order 
my life so that it may conform to the 
demands of peace, play its part in 
transforming this mechanistic, con- ! 
scripted existence into a life of free, 
voluntary co-operative activity? 


PROTEST OR CHALLENGE? 


That is the real issue today. Shall 
we pacifists shout louder and still | 
louder, protest ever more hotly and | 
menacingly against all the evils of 
totalitarianism, or shall we offer to 
it a constructive challenge in the form 
of hundreds and possibly thousands of 
demonstrations of a new way of cor- 
porate working and living, a series of 
miniatures of the society we have 
talked about through endless years 
but never attempted to produce? 

I agree that the latter may also 
lead to the concentration camp, but it | 
would be better to go there for at- | 
tempting to construct a good world | 
than for merely protesting against a | 
bad one. 


A further danger in a protestant 
pacifism is that, like all negative poli- 
cies, it will tend to produce despair, | 
and despair is the parent of exagger- | 
ated and futile forms of self express- 
ion, especially in times of crisis when 
passion runs high. 

Moreover the organization of mass | 
resistance invites the co-operation of | 
many who have no regard for non- | 
violence, whose influence at critical | 
moments may prove disastrous. 

But the vital fact remains, that | 
when capitalist civilization approaches 
collapse and gives place to totalitar- 
ianism, liberty and democracy can- 
not be saved by protest, however large 
in volume. When that stage is! 
reached they can be saved or restored 
by one means only, that of social re- 
creation. 


FACE REALITIES 


For that fundamental reason the 
PPU, at this most critical period in 
history, should grasp the realities of 
the situation, see the futility of de- 
voting valuable energy and precious 
years to negations, and the vital ne- 
cessity for concentrating on the heroic 
adventure of creating a society in 
which all the values which good men 
esteem find a place. Protest and ex- 
posure there must and will be, but 
what we are considering is the kind 
of activity into which the main ener- 
gies of the PPU shall be thrown. \ 


I hold the view that political activi- 
ty in Britain is going to be driven into 
two main channels—Communist re- 
volt and free co-operative reconstruc- 
tion on pacifist lines; for I believe that 
we are nearing the end of constitu- 
tional political activity. Even a suc- 
cessful propaganda on behalf of a| 
change of Government would, I am 
convinced, be regarded by the Govern- 
ment as subversive and thus be sup- 
pressed. 

It is along the lines of the second | 
alternative above-mentioned that, in 
my opinion, the PPU will discover its 
true avocation. It is a tremendous 
undertaking, involving the revival and 
embodiment in a re-created society of 
values which capitalist materialism 
has almost completely destroyed. 

If the PPU can provide but a few 
thousand pioneers willing to attempt 
to set up in the weltering chaos of the 
present time some shape of the things 
for which the heart of mankind still 
yearns, it will have justified its ex- 
istence in one of the most difficult 
periods in world history. 


Pacifism 


May 16, 1941 


and the 


People 


YVILFRED WELLOCK has 
‘ given to his article in this 
issue a strange and significant 
title: “Creative versus Protest- 
ant Pacifism.” Why versus? 
What is the contradiction be- 
tween the two? 


Wellock gives us three basic pro- 
Positions. It is easier to make a pro- 
position than to answer one, particu- 
larly when the contention is the pro- 
duct of wide knowledge, long experi- 
ence, and deep thinking. But, at the 
risk of being misunderstood, I offer a 
necessarily brief comment. 


The main substance of Wellock’s 
three propositions seems to me un- 
challengeable. I dispute some of his 
deductions, or perhaps it would be 
more accurate to say I dispute the 
weight he gives to some of his de- 
ductions. I suggest that these deduc- 
tions must remain before us as the 
considered opinions of a distinguished 
specialist and not as the inescapable 
conclusions of a logical process. Pre- 
dictions of future developments can 
be neither proved nor disproved in 


WHY .FASCISM? 


Take Mr. Wellock’s first proposi- 
tion. Totalitarianism was the pro- 
duct of economic breakdown, so shall 
it ever be, amen. Why was it the 
product? Because men were fright- 
ened and wanted to unload responsi- 
bility. Because many genuinely be- 
lieved that fascism was a better form 
of society and personal liberty a sen- 
timental obstacle in the path of pro- 
gress, 

But the world has seen the conse- 
quences! Men are not utterly in- 
educable. If the lesson of history is 
that a planned economy must come, 
it is equally emphatic that planning 
must be reconciled with personal 
liberty and freedom of minorities. 
This, I submit, is self-evident, not only 
to readers of Peace News but to most 
other people in the country. 

_As a result, Britain is, in the con- 
viction of most of the people who 
are doing the hard and dangerous 
work of fighting, struggling for the 
preservation of democracy as no 
country has struggled against dicta- 
torship before. We must not be mis- 
led by our convictions or suspicions 
about the “real” purpose of the war 
or the ulterior motives of statesmen 
—that is one issue, the opinions of 
the average man is another. 


It is. not impossible that a rapid 
combination of the common men 
with a few uncommonly talented 
leaders would produce before this 
war is over a democratic movement 
demanding a Declaration of the 
Rights of Man as a condition of co- 
operation in a planned economy. 


1 “CREATIVE” ACTION 


To work for this is not adolescent 
irresponsibility, nor is it the negative 
and angry complaining which Mr. 
Wellock surprisingly hints at. It is, 
to flog that much-abused term once 
more, as “creative” as any other form 
of progressive action. In my view it 
is the most important single activity 
before us; but by that I do not mean 
to exclude the ventures into which 


by 
ROY WALKER 


Mr. Wellock would seemingly guide 


the whole movement. 

But—I fear “Observer” will think 
I am being forensic again — in a 
friendly as well as_ controversially 
ferocious spirit, I ask plainly, has 
Wilfred Wellock shown us an alter- 
native policy which is reasonably 
complete and shows a reasonable 
chance of some success? I don't 
so. What is the “new way of cor- 
porate working and living?” 


In practice it has so far included 
experiments in land community and 
income pooling, in service work, 
study, and education. Excellent! All 
excellent! But what are their pro- 
spects? Land communities are a 
fine example of devoted service, but 
very few people outside the PPU have 
heard of them or are remotely inter- 
ested in them. They save some con- 
tact with their own locality, often a 
far from satisfactory contact. Unless» 
to put it bluntly, I get up on a soap- 
box and try to explain what—as I 
understand it—Langham means, the 
crowds in the cities won’t hear about 
Langham or anything else to do with 
constructive pacifism. 


IMMOVABLE ROCK? 


But, it will be said, Langham is 
the future. The rock may be hidden 
in the spindrift, but when the waters 
calm it will emerge as an immovable 
witness to right living. Don’t you 
believe it! 

I suppose that, with all its faults, 
the Bruderhof was one of the finest 
and most impressive communal ven- 
tures the world has seen in modern 
times. Was it a rock in Germany, or 
did it migrate to “democratic” Bri- 
tain? Was it a rock in Britain, or 
did it go to South America? What 
reasonable prospect is there that a 
fascist State would tolerate land com- 
munities unless their orthodoxy or 
their isolation was clearly powerless 
to harm the regime? 


_Moreover, tribunals show a sus- 
picious anxiety. to send pacifists to 
the land rather than to such emer- 
gency services as ARP. Why? 
Surely because the land keeps them 
out of mischief. You can’t have a 
good open-air meeting in the middle 
of a ploughed field. The community 
of today may be a genteel concentra- 
tion-camp in which those harbouring 
“dangerous thoughts” will be effec- 
tively prevented from uttering them 
to many of their fellows. 


There is a place in our movement 
for these ventures, and an honourable 
one, But since they do not directly 
offer precept or example to the 
masses of office, factory, and indus- 
trial workers, they are not enough. 

Religion is a word I use sparingly. 
In most arguments it is a sort of 
blunt instrument for downing the 
other man. But I do want to know 
what valid religious tradition there is 
in which there is no place for the 
Protestant and in which Creative 
work can be done only by virtual 
segregation from the common people. 
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PEACE NEWS 


The Sterility of the Left| 15 Acres and 2 Cows 


HE basic pacifist challenge. “What are YOU going to do 
about it?” with which we so diligently confronted the other 


fellow during the years of comparative 


thrown back at us in these days 
cians, doubtful crusaders, and 
bewildered Socialists, having 
gotten themselves and ‘everyone 


else into one godless mess, and 
now smarting under the disillusion 
which has come quicker than most of 
us expected, turn to us in annoyance 
and desperation and boomerang us 
with our own question. 


What they are getting at is, of 
course, something rather different 
from what we meant when we put 
the poser. They are really asking, 
“Where do we go from here? What 
can we do now?” And they ask this 
with a thousand unspoken qualifica- 
tions, ranging from “assuming that 
we will win quicker by the way you 
suggest” to “cutting out any idea of 
doing a deal with Hitler and his 
gang.” 

Small wonder that the pacifist has 
no answer to give: no answer, that 
is to say, which will be acceptable. 
Still smaller wonder, in face of the 
pacifist’s honest perplexity or his 
downright assertion that his ques- 
tioner is certainly bound for Hell, 
that the Left are having quite a lot 
of fun these days in jibing at the 
“irrelevance,” the “impotence,” indeed 
the “nuisance” of pacifism. 


POLITICAL ARIDITY 


_ Now pacifism may be irrelevant and 
impotent, and I can well appreciate 
that to many good souls it is a nui- 
sance in such times as these; but the 
charge comes ill from those who daily 
expose their own sterility. And that 
goes for the whole British Left, from 
the Communist Party to Transport 
House—not excepting the ILP, whose 
lamentable nerformance on the occa- 
sion of the King’s Sneech debate was 
for me the strangulated swan song 
of what was once a dynamic move- 
ment. 


Exoressive of this political aridity 
is Mr. D. N. Pritt’s latest book, 
Choose Your Future,* which some- 
what relieved for me a firewatching 
stretch a few nights ago. 


This is not, as one might expect 
from its title, a manual on careers. 
(The market for literature of the 
Samuel Smiles brand has_ rather 
slumped of late: neither Pelman nor 
any other adviser of ambitious youth 
stands much chance against the hard 
reality of total war and the presence 
in our midst of Mr. Bevin, conscrip- 
tion, and sudden death.) It is a near- 
Communist tract of the familiar 
pattern: a recapitulation of the old, 
old story of the capitalist system, 
hung on a topical peg. It is a follow- 
up to the recent People’s Convention. 


NO TRUCK WITH NAZIS 


“The thesis of this book,’’ Mr. Pritt 
says in his preface to its 184 pages, 
“ig not that we could or should have 
istence in one of the most difficult 
period in world history. 
any truck with the Nazis; it is that 
we cannot begin to achieve any 
stable peace or build a better world 
until we free ourselves from the 
domination of our own ruling class 
and of the system which it seeks to 
uphold, and establish in its place a 
People’s Goverment which can make 
an enduring peace with the people of 
Germany.” 

This thesis is supported by what 
the author admits is “rather toilsome 
economic argument” and by a selec- 
tion of cuttings accompanied by com- 
ment, and the conclusion is reached: 
“There is in plain, hard truth no way 
out save in a real change of govern- 


ment and in an assumption of power | 


by the people; and for that we must 
win over a majority of the electorate.” 

What could be simpler? <A_ policy 
is all the better for being simple. The 
tragedy of this policy is that its sim- 


by D. N. Pritt. 
2s. 6d. 


* Choose Your Future, 
Lawrence and Wishart. 
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peace, is hourly 
of total war. Frustrated tacti- 


plicity is the simplicity of the simple- 
minded. Mr. Pritt has in fact no- 
thing new to say in a situation that 
is nothing if not novel. 
COMPLICATED PROCESS 

What is happening in Europe is 
something much more momentous and 
permanent than “the cunning liar 
Hitler,” or the “vile gangsterism” of 
his associates, or “the very small 
number of very rich men, who really 
rule the country and decide all men’s 
destinies’’ (sic). 

A complicated economic, political, 
and psychological process is afoot 
which outmoded political propaganda 
simply cannot fathom or expound. 
We, each one of us, are confronted 
with the personal problem of the part 
we are to play in that transition, and 
old-fashioned electioneering, however 
up-to-date the party labels, affords no 
preparation for an experience that is 
essentially revolutionary. 

Mr. Pritt, like many other leaders 
of the Left, has a good brain, and 
he is an adept picker of other good 
brains. But a little more reflection 
and a good deal less reliance on 
scissors-and-paste are demanded of 
him before we can regard him as an 
original and practical prophet. Until 
then he will remain what he is—a 
diligent pamphleteer with a social 
conscience and the Fleet Street flair 
for topicality. 


ANDREW STEWART 


The May Adelphi (Langham, nr. Colchester: 
9d.; annual subscription: 103. post free) is, a 
double number, full of good things, most of 
which we cannot chronicle for lack of snace. 
We especially commend: ‘“‘Balk the Bishop,” 
by Max Plowman: “When It’s Thursday,” by 
Jack Common; “Virginia Woolf.” by Mar- 
garet Baker; “Meditation on Heine,” by 
Middleton Murry; ‘“‘The Little Grave,” by 
Glyn Jones; and ‘Women Were  Deceivers 
Ever,” by J. H. Watson. A notable issue! 


Information Relating to the General Wel- 
fare of Refugees from Nazi Oppression is the 
title of an exhaustive reference booklet com- 
piled for the guidance of refugee workers and 
refugees from Germany and Austria. Any- 
one who can make good use of a copy can 
have one by applying to the Central Office 
for Refugees, Bloomsbury House, Bloomsbury 
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| GROUP NOTE 


PERSONAL CONTACT 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


gost people live lonely lives. Even 
“"™ those who by nature are warm- 
hearted and sociable find it difficult 
to share their deepest convictions. 
Barriers of custom and prejudice are 
built up and insuperable; suspicion 
and uneasiness greet unorthodox be- 
haviour; the habit of accepting the 
law-abider as the best citizen becomes 
fixed, and any attempt to alter or 


| abolish laws is frowned upon as re- 


volt. The pacifist in wartime is, there- 
fore, doubly lonely, being both un- 
orthodox and a rebel. The truth for 
which he stands is not necessarily 
disputed but his witness to it is re- 
sented. Driven back on his faith he 
may easily lose heart and become 
either cynical or reactionary. 

The increasing momentum of war’s 
activity will place a still greater strain 
on the individual’s capacity to bear 
burdens. Paradoxically the capacity 
is in proportion to our willingness to 
bear the burdens of others. War’s 
refugees continue to increase, but the 
social services that in _ peace-time 
would be able to cope with this prob- 
lem are quite unfitted to deal with 
such sudden concentrations. Human 
compassion cannot be organized, yet 
only by the full expression of a 
boundless pity can we hope to make 
any impression on the problems be- 
fore us. 

The challenge to us as pacifists is 
the same as to the rest of society: 
either we break down the barriers 
that exist between people or perish; 
hatred is a manufactured article and 
can be overcome by personal friend- 
ship. The unending task of the paci- 


fist individual or the pacifist group 
is to build the ties of friendship 
everywhere. 


FZACK-to-the-land is considered by 

many pacifists to be the best work 
they can undertake for society under 
present conditions. Being, like Dr. 
Johnson, a convinced Londoner, I 
found much for interest and admira- 
tion when visiting a CO land com- 
munity at Moore Place, Stanford-le- 
Hope, on the Thames Estuary, this 
week. Increased daylight gives 
longer hours to land workers, and 
although the evening was well ad- 
vanced when I arrived, Moore Placers 
were still busy about their fifteen- 
acre estate, 


One was engaged in milking 
Phoebe, cow No. 1, determined to 
keep daily milk yield up to five gal- 
lons. In a nearby byre, Polly, the 
second cow, was acting as wet-nurse 
to Phoebe’s offspring, Penelope. 


Was taken by community's apiarist 
to see beehives in orchard. Being in- 
formed that average number of in- 
habitants per hive is around 380,600, 
I approached with trenidation. From 
each of his three hives the bee- 
bee-keeper hopes to obtain about 
80 lbs. of honey this year. 


Going from orchard to house, found 
women of the community preparing 
supper, ironing, washing, darning. 

Moore Place has pacifist tradition, 
some of the farm buildings having 
been built by COs in the last war. 
During the Peace it had varied career, 
land became neglected and. when nre- 
sent community was started in Feb- 
ruary, 1940, first job to be done was 
land clearance. 


The present inhabitants number 
12, three married couples, five bache- 
lors, one baby. Ages vary from 29 
years to 6 weeks. None of inhabit- 
ants had agricultural experience be- 
fore war, are drawn from many differ- 
ent walks of life. Their approaches 
to pacifism are equally varied. Moore 
Place has no rules and regulations, 
but, like inmates of Theleme, its in- 
habitants postulate “do what thou 
wilt,” believing with Rabelais’s im- 
mortals that a high sense of honour 
is sufficient virtue and forms true 
foundations for welfare of their social 
unit. 

Estate of course, having been 
worked for only one year, is not yet 
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self-supporting. Three members of 
the community have taken outside 
jobs as farm labourers in order tc 
supplement income, some others re 
ceive subsistence grants from Paoe- 
fist Service Bureau, which initiatec 
this land scheme fifteen months ago 
All money coming in is pooled. From 
pool is drawn weekly housekeeping 
money and certain sum for capita) 
reserve. What is left is then pocket 
money, which persons take “aceord- 
ing to his needs.” 


Afler supper sat until far into the night 
discussing agriculture and community wit 
two of the original Moore Plscers, Bryar 
Frowd and James Fowler. Frowd formerly 
an architect, is responsible for marketing 
produce, purchasing tools and seeds, working 
out crop plan for the current year. At pre 
sent he has only his small auto-culto to helr 
in drawing plough and other implements. This 
is not enough for present estate, small pan 
of which still hus to be reclaimed, but as 
with all farming schemes root of the troubie 
at the moment is lack of capital. 


“If we could get a proper tractor,” de 
clares Frowd, ‘‘we should’ not lose on it iz 
the long run. The sale of our present ma- 
chine would help toward cost and taking or 
outside work among neighbouring faryen 
would bring in steady return, but since trae: 
tor costs around £150, it seems out of the 
question for the moment.” Maybe there ar 
rome pacifists who would really like to helz 
this deserving community by subscribing t< 
their machine fund. From all I saw there 
I do not think money would be misspeni. 

On the community side, Moore Placers ac 
mit they have only just started. Nearly a} 
present inhabitants intend to stay togethe; 
and “win or bust’ in attempt to work om 
plan of communal living. based on pacifisx 
At the same time they hope it will alway: 
be possible to have small number of inhabiv 
ants training there, who, when experiencea 
ean proceed to other agricultural communi 


ties or jobs. Above all they are insiaten: 
in desire to avoid shutting out the outsia 
world. 


Cc. F. D 


The “good” will have to answer for having 
created Hell, for having been satisfied wit 
their own righteousness. for having ascribed ® 
lofty character to their vindictive instincts 
for having prevented the wicked from rising 
up, and for speeding them on the way to per 
dition by condemning them .. . Let the goot 
eease from being lofty, idealistic avengers j— 
Nicolas Berdyaev in The Destiny of Mas 


(chapter on Heil). 
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GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Berkhamsted.—I paid a visit to this newly 
formed group last week. It is rather isolated 
geographically, but with inspired leadership 
it will soon make itself known. A good attend- 
ance at the Friends meeting house and plenty 
of enthusiasm. Will all those not yet in 
touch in the. district write to Miss Winifred 
Rawlins, Sxringfield, 41 Charles Street, Berk- 
hamsted, Herts. 

Southend.—Hit by the war and partly eva- 
cuated, this group had come ta an untimely 
end. It has been re-started by the initiative 
of Mr. Cockerill. 1 went to the second meet- 
ing of the newly formed group, and there 
is no doubt of the future progress. All those 
who can should offer active work, a3 much 
leeway has to be made up. Gather round 
L. Cockerill, 46 Clatterfield Gardens, West- 
cliff-on-Sea, Essex. 

Reigate and Redhill.—Last Saturday even- 
ing I had a sociable evening with this group. 
The subject was ‘Poetry Reading.” and the 
interest was fully maintained for two hours. 
At Redhill you will find Peace News being 
sold on the streets each Saturday. A grand 
crowd needing more support. (By the way, 
those groups interested in poetry recitals 
might get in touch with me.) 

Bournemouth.—May 11, “The morning after 
the night before’! By leaving home at 
8.30 o.m. and iaking all manner of trains, 
I landed in Bournemouth at 1.15. It was good 
to be met by Mr. Prior, who ig the “great- 
heart” behind the Peace News selling of the 
group. Two weeks ago he sold 15 on the 
streets in 2 hours (in Bournemouth !). A 
splendid meeting at 3 o’clock in the Labour 
Hall. Discussion on “Policy and Propa- 
ganda”; tea at 5; and then a 90-minute talk 
with questions on prison reform. Home by 
midnight with o deep sense of the value of 
fellowship. Bournemouth maintains ita re 
cord of courage. 

Glasgow Forward Mavement held o success- 
ful public meeting on May 3. Speakers were 
Oliver Brown, Scottish Socialist Party, and 
Leslie Johns, London FM. They also sup- 
ported platforms ut the May Day Rally in 
Glasgow Green, speaking from several of 
them. 


LONDON 


Crouch End.—This vigorous group sends me 
reports monthly. Always busy on their own 
work, they still have time to visit others. Dur- 
ing April they sent delegates to Highgate, and 
others made a pilgrimage to the Redgate Com- 
munity where one of their former members 
ia now working. The women members have 
knitted baby clothes for the WRI Hospital at 


rPHE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained, is: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS. | 
Dick Sheppar ouse, 
= 6 Endsleigh St, W.C.L 
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Barnet. and work on the group allotment cop 
tinues all the time. The financial side of ti» 
group appears to be flourishing ag the follow 
ing grants were made during April: £2 b 
the COs; 8s. toward HQ Fund; 68. 6@ wv 
PSU (profit on Peace News sales). 


Croydon.—The first of a series of fertnighty 
open-air meetings planned in connection wit? 
the London Open-Air Meetings Campaign wm 
held at Croydon, Catherine Street pitch, ot 
Saturday, May 10. The speakers, Geoffre) 
Pittock-Buss, Raymond Winch, and Donale 
Port, dealing with aspects of industrial con 


scription, were well received by a crowe 
of 150. 
On Sunday the 11th, at the Adult Scnoo 


Hall, ao further meeting was held to provide 
an opportunity for discussion on women’s 
conscription. Sybil Morrison, Mary Grindie 
(Co-op. Guilds), Gene Wren (ILP), Raymons 
Winch (Pax), and Frederick Lohr (Anar 
chist) were the speakers, and Donald Por 
was in the chair; over 100 people were pre 
sent, and after the speakers had dealt wit? 
the practical and theoretical aspects of the 
question, there was lively discussion frem 
the floor. It was agreed almost unanimoush 
that conscription was a sign of the weakness 
of the ruling class and that, particularly in 
wartime, it should be energetically resister 
in all its forms. 


Area A.G.M.—The second AGM of the Lor 
don Area was held at 8 Endsleigh Gardens 
W.C.1, on May 4. Maurice Rowntree wa 
in the chair, and after reports from the Hou. 
Secretary, Organizer, and Area Representa. 
tive had been accepted, the elections were 
held. Bill Grandlay was reelected Area Re 
presentative, Maurice Rowntree Chairman 
and Muriel Boldera Hon. Secretary. 


Eric Dixon, opening the evening diseuseté> 
on policy, stressed that it was necessary firs: 
to define the purpose of:the PPU. There wm 
general agreement that the PPU could no 
have a policy to be imposed on the member 
ship and that, although great value was 
attached to direct propaganda, a complete 
statement of our case could not be mad 
in simple terms. There was laid upon us an 
obligation to achieve a more complete ex- 
pression of our policy in words end in on 
daily Jiving. 


= 
| JOHN W. COWLING’S 
Notes___! 


Time is Short ! 


ALTHOUGH there is plenty of evi- 

dence that support of our sales 
campaign is not slackening in any 
way, the increase in circulation ap- 
gears to have stopped, temporarily. 
Last week we printed 19,35U copies, 
of waich 310 were for use as speci- 
mens. 

The activity many groups are now 
andertaking will take a little time to 
produce results, and I am sure the 
campaign’s object of 20,000 readers 
will be reached. But will it be 
reached by the end of the month? 
Time is short, but it depends on you! 

Two street-sellers’ reports which I 
received shortly after writing last 
week’s notes confirm my impression 
that so far as public opinion is con- 
cerned the present is, comparatively 
speaking, a favourable time for seek- 
ing new readers, 

Mary Taylor wrote from Liver- 
pool: “Last Saturday I sold 18 copies 
solo, and find the public very reason- 
able at the moment. More women 
are buying than formerly.” And Sybil 
White, of Kilmarnock, reported: “I 
sold (alone) on Princes Street, Edin- 
burgh, 1% dozen in 13 hours on Satur- 
day morning. First public effort 
there for many months.” 

I fear that some distributors have received 
their supplies rather Jate on some occasions 
recently and, although they have put up with 
the consequent inconvenience without com- 
pinining, I feel a word of apology and ex- 
planation is due. 

When London is the target of a heavy raid 
on a Wednesday or Thursday night, it is 
obvious that delay is almost certain and be- 
yond our control. But on some occasions 
recently it has been due not to raids, but 
to other production difficulties, of a technical 
tharacter, due entircly to war-time conditions. 

These. too, are only within our control to 
& limited extent, but distributors may rest 
assured that everyone concerned is doing 
everything possible to speed things up. When 
some delay is inevitable we try to give 
vriority to parcels, for the regional distribu- 
tion centres at some distance from London: 
but. I know that distributors of smaller sup- 
plies also suffer inconvenience if copies arrive 
late. We are well aware of those difficulties 
and shall do all we can to minimize them. 


Circulation 


Commentary 


(Continued from page 1.) 


es-ordination of the motor-industries of Ger- 
many, France, and Italy under one central 
control. The azreement is welcomed by Vichy, 
which states that “it will mean that 800,000 
French families would again be maintained 
by the motor-industry” (Times, May 6). It 
4a the first major instalment of the economic 
eo-operntion which Marshal Petain accepted 
es a basis of his policy. 

The Times warns France against it, edi- 
terially; but it speaks with two voices. Its 
epspecial correspondent on the German fron- 
tier is more realistic. He recently (April 29) 
said: “It is clear that, so long as the block- 
ade continues, French industry can recover 
only with the help of Germany.” {[t cannot 
seriously be expected that France should keep 
her factories idle, and her workers unem- 
ployed, for the sake of our beautiful eyes— 
or our beautiful promises. If we British 
were in the same situation, we should not 
dream of doing so. 


Britain’s Choice 


HAT staggers me is the obstinate re- 
fusal of the Government ta see what 
{s obvious to The Times correspondent: namely 
that, so long asa the blockade continues, the 
economic consilidation of Europe under Ger- 
man technical control is inevitable. We are 
zondemning ourselves to be chief agent in 
expcditing the very process which we are 
fighting to prevent. In this simple sense 
we are actually fighting on the German side. 
That has been the position ever since the 
defeat of France. Our duty then was to share 
and thereby case the burden of France by 
making, peace side by side with her. If we 
refused, and chose to blockade France as an 
anemy, then it followed that France would 
pass out of our orbit into that of Germany. 
This necessity was elemental, The choice 
was then: either consciously to co-operate 
'n a new European orden which included our- 
selves, or unconsciously to devate our remain- 
ing war effort to consolidating the new Euro- 
pean order against ourselves. 


Nazism Analysed 
QHY is Nazism dynamic? An anony- 


¥¥ mous writet°in the Christian News- 
Letter (May 7) secks to answer the question. 
He gives a much better analysis of Nazism 
than is generally attempted. But it makes 
a contradictory picture: a suburhan_pseudo- 
religion born of despair, allied with the Prus- 
aian tradition and with the philosophy of 
Nihilism, in which “here is quality and there 
fs foree.” And all personified in one man 
whoa gave Germany hope: “When hope was 
a forgotten word, something to be sneered 
at, Hitler reintroduced it inta the lives of 
many as a living force. So precious a sift 
will never be forgutten by those wha have 
received it.” ; 

It is a valuable account so far as it goes; 
but I believe it misses an essential component 
of Nazism which can be formulated only in 
terms of the Marxist mysticism: the libera- 
tion of the force of ‘‘socialized humanity. 
In plainer, though less adequate language, 
under Nazism Germany has becn the first 
grent industrial nation to achieve sufficient 
its ‘“‘foreegs of preduction. 


wmity to release 


GENTENCES arising out of the 

Liverpool court-martial of an 
officer and NCOs have been an- 
nounced as follows: 

Capt. Frank Kenneth Wright is to be 
reprimanded for permitting assaults by 
NCOs on conscientious objectors and failing 
to report them; Sergt. D. A. McPhail is 
reduced to corporal and Sergt. F. R. Norris 


is severely reprimanded, both for assaulting 
COs. 


In the House of Commons on May 
6 Capt. Margesson, Minister for 
War, said he would prefer to wait 
until he had had an opportunity of 
studying the proceedings of the court 
“as a whole’ before considering whe- 
ther any further general instructions 
on the treatment of COs 
necessary. 


Mr. McGovern asked the Minister 
ff he would inquire into the allegations 
made against Sergeant Moloney that he took 
Privates Murray, Dakar, Morris, Wade, and 
Waters to private quarters and compelled 
them to stand for periods with hands above 
their heads, kicking and punching them 
and threatening them with greater violence 
if they did not give up their conscientious 
objector’s attitude, warning them that no 
witnesses would be allowed to see the vio- 
lence and that complaint was futile. He 
also asked if the Minister could order all 
such brutal treatment to cease and whe- 
ther the sergeant had been placed in de 
tention and was awaiting court-martial. 


“The Irrelevance of 
Pure Pacifism”’ 


To the Editor of Peace News. 


HE best answer I can think of to 
“Alex Miller’s The Irrelevance of 
Pure Pacifism is to point to the irre- 
Jevance of pure order (and to ques- 
tion the relevance of pure bombing). 


It is a tragedy of intellect that Mr. 
Miller cannot see that his ideas are 
fundamentally one with those outlined 
with such dispassionate objectivity 
by C. W. Guillebaud. Just as em- 
phatically as I would reject this Ger- 
man scheme (the best available to 
provide Mr. Miller with most of what 
he wants economic security with 
order), so I would reject Mr. Miller's 
endorsement of the British Govern- 
ment’s interference with its ruthless 
ordination. The answer to rape is 
not abortion. 


However he has deceived himself, 
Mr. Miller is so strongly sympathetic 
to the attitude of those Britishers in 
favour of this war that, believing 
“that this is one war that was made, 
not for the people but by the 
people” (he must be too young to 
compare 1937 with 1914), he has 
fallen completely for the pro-war 
propaganda, because it carries away 
the average decent man—to whom 
he would have the PPU appeal. 


The crowd roars—and with it runs 
Mr. Miller, barking at its heels. Mr. 
Churchill asks us to take a long view. 
Mr. Miller asks us to take an 
even longer view: and, however much 
the pacifist agrees with Mr. Miller’s 
aspirations. I don’t see how he can 
be expected to condone a continua- 
tion of this war until conditions are 
favourable to the widespread adop- 
tion of the pamphleteer’s ideas, any 
more than he can until Mr. Chur- 
chill’s ambitions are satisfied. 


I would say our job is here-—~and 
now. ‘Good government is no sub- 
stitute for self-government’: and 
“we can take it” does not mean accept 
any peace which is “the tranquility 
of order’, whether its “uniform dis- 
cipline” is imposed bv Hitler, Chur- 
chill, or Alexander Miller. 

One quotation from Middleton 
Murry and a quick glance at the re- 
ports of the tribunals is not adequate 
reason for rejecting pure pacifism. 

Iam loth to believe that this pam- 
phliet is Mr. Miller’s last word. But 
if it is, I would tell him the most 
efficient mass movement I know is the 


Army. 
SAMUEL WALSH 
16 Mornington Rd., Bolton. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily eommitted to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any viewa expressed or 


implied therein or PPU connection with the 


matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing te increased cast of postage. 
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Captain Margesson said that this 
was the first he had heard of the 
ease. He had immediately caused in- 
quiries to be made into the truth or 


otherwise of the allegations and 
would communicate with Mr. 
McGovern. 


INDUSTRIAL CONSCRIPTION 


The Manchester Guardian’s London 
Correspondence on May 7 stated that 
women officers of the Ministry of 
Labour who will interview registered 
women have been told to give a wide 
interpretation to “work of national 
importance” in exempting women 
from changes in employment. It de- 
scribed the “calling-up” system for 
women as “fluid”, and added: 

A woman is abliged to register, but she 
will merely be told tRat certain work of 
national importance has been found for her. 
She will be given time to work off other 
commitments, and she will only be 
“directed’”” to other work if she seems to 
be evading her obligations. A refusal then 
would be a matter for penalties under the 
defence regulations. F 
Discussing men in the forties, the 

correspondent said: 

Those men over military age who have 
been registering for war work will be in- 
terviewed and directed into industry, I un- 
derstand, in exactly the same way as the 
young women. 


FIRE-FIGHTING SCHEMES 


A conference convened by the Leeds Fel- 
lowship of CQs has passed a resolution in 


NEWS of C.O.s 


which it ‘“tregiaters its opposition to the cam- 
nulsory fire-fighting scheme of the Govern- 
ment. It demands a scheme whereby the 
first obligation for factory and business fire- 
watching would be placed upon the directors, 
shareholders, managers, and owners of  in- 
dustrial concerns; and that where workera 
are employed in the undertaking of such 
duties ful! TU rates be paid, with full feed- 
ing, sleeping, and sanitary accommodation 
provided; compensation fur injuries and 
pensions to relatives in the case of death 
must be payable. Further, that the new con- 
centrated firebomb attacks demand the crea- 
tion of specially trained personnel, fully 
equipped to undertake fire-watching duties. 


Trnth and Pol‘tics.—What ia the explanation 
of this evil reputation which attaches. not 
to politicians of one party, but to the whole 
race? Primarily, I suppose, it is duc to the 
fact that ever since States began to be they 
have been in peril and have trusted to force 
for their safety. War hag been their normal 
history. Savagery has never been very far 
away from the realms of law. With war and 
the preparation for war go the stratagems of 
diplomacy, the dropping of the ordinary eode 
of morals, a holiday for truth and an after- 
math of cynicism. Farce and fraud are in 
war the cardinal virtues. The statesman’s 
goal is the preservation of the State, and 
reasons of State have been held to justify 
a)l policies whatsoever. Im the arena of in- 
ternational rivalry and conflict men have 
placed patriotism above truthfulness as the in- 
dispensable virtue of statesmen.—Lord Bald- 
win. 
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ACCOMMODATION 


JOURNALIST, vegetarian pacifist, wanta 
accommodation Bucks area, within reach Lon- 
don; farm preferred. Box 776, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

ONE or two furnished rooms, 
minutes Waterloo; 103. to £1, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED to rent, two. or three rooma or 
small house (furnished or unfurnished) in 
quiet district within 30 milea, North or North- 
west London, suitable for couple with child 
and baby. Box 764, Peace News, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


Surrey, 27 
Box 771, 


EDUCATIONAL 

COMMUNITY School, Alderwood, Green- 
ham Common, Newbury. Purpose: ‘That 
children and grown-ups may ehare the creative 
experience of living; vegetarian; low feea; 
safe area. Phone, Headley 209. 

GRAMOPHONES and records for sale; also 
quantity books, correspondence courses; lists 
issued; stamp please. Shakespeare, 242 Pine- 
apple Rd., Birmingham 14. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive, and individual gifts, e¢or- 
respondence lessons $s. each. Dorothy Mat- 
thews, B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Road, London, 
N.W.3. 

NURSE Housekeeper with 
training needed for small 
ing school; catering, 
and matron’s duties. 
leigh, Surrey. 

YOUNG COUPLE give friendly home, pro- 
gressive education children (7-12); “prob 
lem” children welcomed: £5 monthly inclu- 


some hospital 
progressive board- 
some domestic work, 
Redhurst School. Cran- 


sive. Young, B.A., Hollyside, Brockweir, 
near Chepstow. . 
LAND & COMMUNITY 
C.0., 28, married, seeks employment with 


market gardener 
but willing: 
possible. 
GARDEN and farm training in exchange 
for help; suit two friends or married couple; 


or farmer; inexperienced 
cottage accommodation if 


live in; vegetarian heusehold. Box 770, 

Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
GARDENER-HANDY MAN wanted for 

boarding school; kilchen garden and 2 


orchards ; 
hurst School, Cranleigh, Surrey. Also imme- 
diate vacancy for horticultural trainee. 

MAN WANTED for farm work; some ex- 
perience essential; milking. Prout, Westfield 
Farm, Conley Cam, Gloa. 

MIDDLE-AGED woman (Deven) offers loan 
furniture, bed-clothes, large pans, ete., worth 
£60, suit community, for one room nominal 
rent; coal fire, main water, essential. 
774, Teace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.A. 

WEST LONDON Social Service Com- 
munity has room for more members willing 
to pool income and to support its objects: 
surplus money and energy devoted ta social 
and cultural service. 39 Dlenheim Rd., W.4. 


Box 


PERSONAL 


CAR required fur occasional use at week- 
ends. Bloomfield, 18 Oakholme Rd., Shef- 
field 10. 

HILLY country district 10 miles from Man- 
chester. ‘Two Quakers willing to share their 
home; one bedroom available; interesta: 
pacifism, gardening, books, music. Box 1773, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST COUPLE need pram. 
Bridget, Ashburton, Deven. 


Saint 


live in with teaching staff. Red- | 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
FITTER required for chemical plant. Please 


state experience, age, and salary required te 
Seott Bader and Co., Ltd., Wollaston, 
Northants. 


| JUNIOR ENGLISH MASTER required im- 
mediately in Secondary School near London. 
Box 772, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED, Assistant Master, Secondary 
School, Yorkshire; Mathematics and Science 
to Higher Certificate standard; permanent 
post. Rox 768, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4, 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.O. requires position on farm; no experi- 
ence agriculture; motor mechanic, driver. 
Box 767, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0O., 32, married, seeks farm or market 
garden work; expert gardener, knowledge 
principles farming; willing and keen. Toma- 
lin, The Wedge, Findon, Sussex. 

ELECTRICIAN Wireman seeks employ- 
ment; knowledge all installations and main- 
tenance; drive car or combination. Dean, 
Post Office, Crawley Down, Sussex. 

GERMAN refugee, Jewess, 30, daughter 18 
months, seeks post country district; experi- 
enced nursery, social work; handicraft 
teacher, or would do nursemaid’s work. Write 
Bery! Chapman, 2 Talbot Place, Londoa, S.E.3, 
who can recommend her. 


WHERE TO STAY 


BOSCOMBE, Bournemouth. Still beautifal 
and comparatively safe; homely but refined 
board residence. Hillman, 105 Palmerston 
Rd. Ten minutes sca; moderate. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Refurm; Veg- 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft; for happn 
holiday or restful recuperation; centra) 
heating, h. and c. water in bedrooms. A. an@ 
K. §. Ludlow, The Uriars. Crich, Matiock. 

WEST YORKSHIRE. Holiday 16th cen- 
tury farmhouse; off main route; indoor sani- 
tation; quiet surroundings. Box 166, Peace 
News. 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen; carriage 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use, £7 18s. 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

GROUP meditation by personally prac- 
lised; vide Heard, A. Huxley, etc.; Lendon. 


Write Lox %69, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Kd., N.4. 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature 


feppecting the Faith and Practice of the Re 
ligious Society of Friends, frea om application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Prienda Heuse. Eusten Raad, London, N.W.1. 
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3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3 
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Home: Quarterly, 3s 3d Yearly 12s 6d 
Abroad: Quarterly, 2s 9d Yearly 10 6d 
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